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"_academic: prebaration, support. .
structures, and the ability to pay.

for college—as a three-legged
stool upon which coilege Success
relies.

N . Aligning Efforts
The Pathways. to College Net~
work, which comes under the
umbrella of the Institute for Higher
Education Policy, is undertaking a
national initiative fo ensure-that
as rigorous programs are Jmple-
mented, traditionally underserved

capacity to take advantage of aca-
demic strategies such as tutoring,
learning communitiés, and other

helpfui policies W\
) _otiverwords,if -gocial support is

) lacking, academic success within
’ .arigorous curriculum will be com:

—promise
As part of 1ts work the network

* commissioned.apaper to create

a unifymg framework for how 1o
algn rigor with academic and so-"
¢ial support. . ’

Removing Roadblocks ro Rigor:

. Students—particularly- low-income-—_ Linking Academic and. Social Sup-

sfudents s, underrepresented-minor-——. ports to Ensure Collége Readiness

ities,-and: first-generation-college-—-. and Succ

cstudengs:armqt_ieﬁt—bahmd

" ‘The network is an alliance of

national organizations that con-
nects policy ‘makers, education,
leaders, and practitioners as well
as community leaders ‘with ef-
fective strategies for improving °
college preparation, enrollment
and degree completion. s ‘work
centers on the education pipe-

line frébm middle school through

college graduation in four areas:
academic readiness for college; -

college access and information;’
financial aid and atfordabllity; and. < thsias

college success. -
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Network members maintain
that a combination.ol-academic...

‘and“_soclal support plays an’in- -
tegral role n the success aréna.

Acéording to. the report, “Social

slmgﬂgs thé network, con- -

nectedness, and motivation which-

. seffwigém and trust,

uifderpin students’ wxllingness and

,..._.—.,...__...,.A..-—w

uitlines five key areas
pport that can and must be
ntegrated within the matrix of
higher academic standards: emo-
tional, instrumental, informational,
appraisal, and structural,

fTetional supp.oﬁ, delivered

through empathic, caring a: and

Q

AAE

[
M(‘ LU/‘}“

& 5(%}'&
2T

S\

}/&\ Ll

fespectiul Interactions, builds \41;,3,} s %y

It also pro-
motes studemgéggmgntpﬂhlsh
i manifested in how much time
students spend on their school-
work, and how much effort they

- put into it, as well as levels of en-

. Examples
of emotional support include: indi-, -
Jvidual counseling, group and peer
support. mentoring, and other
~ activities that develop strong, sup-
portive interpersonal connections’

. among students, parants faculty,

and school staff.
——Examples of these activities
~can'be found in Hlinois, where the
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Support Critical in Academically Rigorous Environment
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' Board of Education has incorpo-

rated social and emotional devel- -
- opment standards into state leatn- -

ing requirements organized around .

three goals: self-awareness ‘and’
self—management, soclal awareness

“ and relationship skills; and respon- -
gible decision making, The Harlem.
Children's Zone and the I Have a |

Pream. program are two examplés

* of community-based programs that !

Tonal supli’mh

f time with a student, helplng him'or,

/' her to achieve a goal, or providing ’

monetary or In-kind support. Work-

‘shops focused on skills neededfor

. college, outreach programs, sum-
“fifer bridge programs helping-s -
dents rom middle school

to high sc ding-are
"l examples of instrumental sup-

. wa%nstandardlmit&zts. ‘
ormationa! support in olves
sﬁ?ﬁm‘gﬁfﬁ ents with advice.

suggestions, directives, and infor-

mation to.hélp them meet their

" dcademic goals. Examples include

port, as well as financial aid and feé -,

aca emic adv:slng, developing.-
education plans 0 a¢ g

ggﬁgdm&bgmmm&m,
gwwmm'
theadmissions and financiil aid
application process, job shadow- -
--ifigy and Internships, career explo~

fation and, placement. services;—"

eatly co!iege awareness programs. .

and pus-visits

Appraisal support pro\ndes fre— ‘

Ty

éeptember 20'10

b

. quen't and timely aésessm’ént's )

fo idents-so-the
afﬁrmat!on, feedback, and social
“ ¢omparison, regardlng their-prog-

fess, and It helps faculty, stall,
and parents inteivene appropri-
_ately. These activities alsohelp to
“show students what their interests .
and abilities are and guide them
through the steps necessary to

" make progress ¢n goals, At the

systemic level,"-No Childileft Be- -

hmd is an example of appraisal

support as are tests and toels
such as the PSAT, Accuplace, Work-
Keys, and the Colleg!ate Leammg

embed stu'deht support into: sociai
institutions or programs. Examples ’
‘include Extended Learnjpg Time,

ol 6f summer programs

‘dropout preventmn programs, AP~

and IB courses, formalized study -

“groups; and Block “$cheduling, .

whlch aliows WS StUdents to taka two_- c
( a

these examples of support exist in
schools today but may not be used
to their best potentxal LAY
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“We hope that this report can -
encourage school leaders to en-
gage faculty-in discussions about’
these support systems and pro-
grams, to demonstrate the role of
- faculty and staifin ensuring college
success,” she said. . | .

Moving Forward

The network aims to ‘inform

_ and educate policy makers, opin-
ion leaders, and practitioners on -
ways to improve college success .
for underserved students, serves
as an information clearinghofxse,
and develops tools and products
to'support the implementation of
research-based reforms.

Recommendations for educa- .

tors and policy makers based on
this report include;

_* Align academic instructlon
. with support services. | "

* Optimize skill sets of schooi
guidance counselors.

» Ensurethat school faculty and
staff possess appropriate tratning
in adolescent'development.

« Create stronger incenttves for

teachers to help students meet the |

demands of rlgorous academic
programs, . ;
¢ Increase the frequency of stu-
dent assessments to keep students
on tiack: v ‘
" Cooper explains how these
recommendatmns‘ may he acted
upon as legislators are faced with
the expiration of the No Child. Left
‘ Behind Act. =
“My hope Is that this report.
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can help policy makers develop a -

strong framework for the country’s
next iteration of accountability.”
One area that may change is
how schools think about altering
of augmenting the role of guid-
ance counselors and teachers to
have more formalized involvement
in the suppart areas outlined in

~ the paper. Cooper maintains that

-

. thanks to stimulus money as well

whatever actions are taken, they

must be done with the intention

of connecting the dots to create
the comprehiensive synergles that

.ensure stiidents receive all of the
supports critical In ensuring an ™

obstacle-free pathway to college.

* The good news Is that opportu-
‘nities for fortifying and integrating

existing support structures exist,

as innovation funds.
“We know there Is an expressed

. commitment atthe federal level for

removing roédb19cks 10 suCCess
because of the money President

' Obama has earmarked for educa-

tlon,, said Cooper. "
The specific path to progress
may not always be clear, What is

- clear In the current legislative cli-

mate Is that'a shared desire to im-

prove access to and success in col-

" lege will move the issue forward.

Exactly how may not be evident
‘at this point, but the Pathways to

College Network will continue to
serve as a clearinghouse for the
actionable research and data that
can ensure it happens—Iin what-
ever form it may take. [ '
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